
Getting Started? 
Register as a Homeschooler? Enrol in a DL? 

What does it all mean?
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(This is a slightly edited version of a file that is in several BC groups, based on a post of mine 
from a few years back--Melanie Wilkins-Ho)

BC has a lot to choose from when it comes to home learning.

Many folks aren't aware that there are two separate paths you can take with home learning in BC.

REGISTERED HOMESCHOOLING: One path is to completely opt out of the school system 
entirely, other than registering your child, via a school or Distributed Learning (DL) program, as 
a section 12/13 homeschooler.

If you choose the Registered option, you are not required to follow BC curriculum, there is no 
mandatory testing at any point, and your child is not required to work toward grade 12 
"graduation" with a Dogwood Certificate. The only thing you as the parent must do, besides 
registering, is provide an "educational program" that YOU believe will sufficiently prepare your 
child to be a fulfilled, contributing member of society (see the definitions section of the School 
Act as well as sections 3, 12, 13 & 14 for exact wording). The flip side of having this kind of 
freedom is that you do not receive any government funding--there are many good reasons for this 
that have been explored elsewhere, but essentially public monies can’t be spent without 
accountability, and everyone pays into the tax pool that funds education, whether or not you are/
have a student in your family.

One thing to note is that Registered Homeschoolers can enter the school system at any time they 
wish, with no testing. They just get placed with their age mates. So there is no need to start with 
a DL school in order to "keep options open”. In fact, only grades 10-12 count for a highschool 
diploma in BC.

DISTRIBUTED LEARNING: The other home learning route in BC is to enrol in a Distributed 
Learning program, all of which are authorized by the Ministry of Education and are simply 
another method of curriculum delivery within the education system.

You are expected to follow the BC curriculum and meet the learning outcomes more or less at 
grade level, and you are assigned a teacher who is considered by the Ministry to be in charge of 
your child's education, not you. Regular reporting is required, report cards are issued, and the 
Ministry considers DLs to be the same as brick & mortar schools in terms of rights and 
obligations. There is a fair amount of variation in the DLs, and there are both public and 
independent ones--one of the main differences is that independent ones are allowed to include 



religious materials in the curriculum, although there are also secular independent DLs. The 
website LearnNowBC has a complete listing of the public DL programs, although polling other 
families via Facebook or email groups for their experience is more valuable than just reading the 
program descriptions. The Ministry of Education website also has a link to both public DLs and 
independent ones (it moves around, so search “Distributed Learning Programs BC” to find its 
current location).

One of the biggest draws to DLs has been the allotment the programs provide to families for 
third-party services like music lessons or sports activities that the programs can't provide directly. 
Until recently that allotment was generally around $1,000 per child per year, but the Ministry has 
now capped third-party spending at $600. The total amount hasn’t changed, but the programs are 
expected to provide more stuff rather than letting families spend funds on outside services. As 
well, many DLs organize classes, field trips and activities for their students that fall within 
curriculum requirements. It's important to note that DLs are not obligated to provide an allotment 
to families at all; if they choose to put all the funding toward their programming, that's their 
prerogative.

Another draw has been the access to special needs funding that a number of the DLs are known 
for handling very effectively, and many families have benefited from individualized access to 
therapies that otherwise aren't available via the regular school system.

So, bottom line: section 12/13 registration = not part of the school system, create your own 
educational program, no strings attached and goverment considers you a Homeschooler; OR 
Distributed Learning = part of the school system, just not a regular brick & mortar school, 
expected to follow BC curriculum but also funding for classes and activities provided in varying 
amounts

For further information on all the rules and options:
BC Home Educators’ Association website: 
https://bchea.ca/getting-started/

BC Ministry of Education website:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/classroom-alternatives/
online-distributed-learning

BC School Act
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/legislation-policy/legislation/
schoollaw/revisedstatutescontents.pdf

https://bchea.ca/getting-started/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/classroom-alternatives/online-distributed-learning
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/classroom-alternatives/online-distributed-learning
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/legislation-policy/legislation/schoollaw/revisedstatutescontents.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/legislation-policy/legislation/schoollaw/revisedstatutescontents.pdf

